Acute renal failure with glomerular thrombosis in a patient with chronic scleroderma.
A 48-year-old woman with a 20-year history of scleroderma presented with malignant hypertension, thrombocytopenia, and acute renal failure. Renal biopsy demonstrated vascular changes consistent with scleroderma and glomerular thrombi. Her clinical course was consistent with hemolytic uremic syndrome/thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (HUS/TTP)-like syndrome. Plasma exchange therapy was associated with an improvement in renal function and rise in platelet count. This case suggests that acute renal failure in patients with scleroderma can be associated with glomerular thrombi and may improve with plasma exchange therapy.